BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS! CLUB - 


EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET ~ OCTOBER 1977. 


President; Mr, G. Binns Ph. 323670 


Vice-Pres: Mr. L. Fink 861319 
Secretary: Miss H. Burgess 3722170 
Treasurer: Mr. S. Reynolds 327721 


Meetings held in the Biology Section at 
the School of Mines, Lydiard St. Sth. 
at & p.m. first Friday of each month. 


NEXT MEETING - 7th OCTOBER: Botanical Study Night at the 
Laboratory, Victorian School of Forestry, Creswick. Led 
by Mr. R. Hateley. 7.30 p.m. sharp. 


MEETING - 4th NOVEMBER: Mr. R. Warnecke ~ Subject “Mammais". 


EXCURSION 9th OCTOBER: Mt. Beckworth and Clunes Swamps. 
Leaders 5. and E. Bedggood. All day excursion leaving 
Crockers Corner 9.30 Aol. 


EXCURSION 6th NOVEMBER: Basalt Block, Daylesford. Leader 
J. McCormack. Half day, leaving 1.30 p.m, 


"WALKING IN THE MT. EVEREST REGION". 


The speaker at the last meeting, Rob Watkins, took us 
"walking in the Himalayas", close to Mt. Everest. Organised 
by Aus. Venture from Sydney, arrangements for travel by 
portage and yak and all necessary food is the arrangement. 
The tour of about 50 days covered some 360 miles and rose 
to some 20,000 £t. at the foot of Mt. Everest. It entailed 
rising before 6 a.m. and getting underway by 7 aem. having 
a meal about 10 a.m. and bedding down about dark after a 
full days march. 

The slides shown by Rob. were extremely well taken 
and gave a magnificent portrayal of the country passed 
through, Some of the hoar frost was almost unbelievable, 
Some of the difficulties overcome, due to the great heights 
being operated at were inability to get to sleep, headaches, 
lack of interest in eating and muddled thinking. 

Pp. Fry. 


ENFIELD EXCURSION 11th SEPTEMBER: 


Those who didn't make the trip to Enfield missed a real 
treat. We went in from the Colac Road towards Hall's Road 
along a walking track planned by Mr. J. Brisbane of the 
Forest's Commission. The area was like a beautiful garden, 
lush with the yellow of wattles:- Prickly Moses (A. vertici- 
llata);. Long Leaf wattle (A. stricta); Silver wattle (A. 
_dealbata); Blackwood (A. melanoxolyn); Black wattle (A. 
mearnsii); Hedge wattle (A. armata); and Spreading wattle 
(A. diffusa). Masses of common Heath (Epacris impressa) in 
red, pink and white made a brilliant contrast with the deep 
purple of the Coral Pea (llardenbergia violacea) and blue 
Hovea (H. heterophylla). Biue Love Creeper abounded and the 
large red bells of Correa reflexa provided a delightful 
contrast. , 

Closer to ground level were the orchids, masses of Nodding 
ereenhoods (P, nutans); many Tall greenhoods (P. longifolia, 
one 45 omts tall); Dwarf greenhoods (P. nana); Helmet orchid 
(Corybas aconitiflorus); Bird orchid (Chilloglottis gunii); 
Mosquito orchid (Acianthus reniformis); and Wax Lip orchid 
{Glossodia major). Many of the Pultenaea family were 
flowering, also Tetratheca ciliata (pink bells), Silver 
Banksia (marginata) and Rice Flower (Pimelia humilis) to 
name a few. 

The bird list numbered 16, including yellow, flame and 
scarlet robins, striated thornbill, eastern shrike tit, 
white eared, white plumed and white naped honeyeaters, white 
throated tree creeper and spotted pardalote. A lovely area 


of bushland enjoyed by all. B. Gray. 


LINTON RESERVE REPORT: 


On 20th September a meeting was held at Linton regarding 
the 55 acres purchased by Grenville Shire for use as a 
Nature Reserve, following representations by several local 
interested persons. As a result of the meeting, the "Linton 
& District Nature Reserve Society" was formed. Mrs. S. 
Bedggood has been appointed to the Committee and a represen- 
tative of Ballarat Field Nat's Club is required. 

Several financial schemes were suggested, but more news 


on this later. P. Fry. 


RAGIN TS EGE O 
WVENCA OTWAYS EXCURSION } J ; 
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Colac FNC arranged an excellent weekend for the Western 
Victorian FNCA gathering.in the Otways on August 27-28. 
Ballarat was represented by 13 members and/five juniors. 
A choice of two excursions was offered on Saturday after- 
moon = one to Gellibrand and one to the, Stony Rises, west 
of Colac. This tour began with a visit to the lava caves 
near Pomborneit. The first, like an immense railway tunnel, 
is a breeding cave for bats: another nearby (filled as a 
rubbish tip!) was said to have contained a rock used by 
Aborigines as a ceremonial seat for ‘the tribal leader. 
Aliso nearby is a volcanic "blister! ~, an unexplained 
phenomenon in a pondage near the Hamilton ilighway. Small 
islands, heavily treed and grassed, move from one side of 
the lake to the other for no known reason, though they 
appear to be affected by atmospheric changes. We then wisit- 
ed the Hawks Nest road area of Lake Corangamite, a salt lake 
unlike the freshwater Lake Colac. This area is rich in 
bird life, with Royal Spoonbills among many species sighted. 
An Echidna and a Tiger Snake added interest to thie outing. 


A visit to the volcanic area of Red Rock completed this 
excursion. 


On Sunday we went into the 80-inch rainfall belt near 
Lavers Hill with brief stops at scenic points, including 
Burtons Lookout with its commanding view of the Gellibrand 
River valley, and Weeaproinah heights overlooking Cape 
Otway and the southern coast. The Arkins Creek water 
catchment area, normally closed to tne public, was opened 
specially for us. We spent a pleasant day walking along 
tracks through the wet sclerophyll forest of giant Mountain 
Ash and Southern Blue Gums, with their dense understorey 
of Myrtle Beech, Biackwoods and smaller trees, luxuriant 
shrubs and vines, the Tree Fern gullies and interesting 
ground cover of smaller ferns and mosses. The King Parrot 
is found here and there were good sightings of a number of 
birds, particularly the Eastern Spinebillis and Cresceny 
Honeyeaters. Most memorable was a long, close-up obser 
ation of the Pink Robin with his black back and rich 
velvety pink breast - a most Gere chur little bird. 

Me Rotheram. 
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TRIP TO LAKE EYRE. 


OO Ree a Om 


On the 2nd September 1977 we left Leigh Creek together 
with friends in nine vehicles for a visit to Lake Eyre, 
which still contains a large quantity of water. We 
lunched at Maree and then continued northwards over 
sparsely vegetated plains until we reached the Frome 
Lagoon on Muloorina Station. The lagoon was edged with 
river gums, coolibahs and various acacias. One lonely 
date palm was still flourishing. In 1921 a bore was sunk 
to the depth of 1607 ft. releasing 2,000,000 gallons of 
water per day. Elliot Price of Muloorina excavated 
portion of the Frome Creek, and made banks to form the 


Frome Lagoon which attracts large numbers of birds of 


many species. 

We camped beside the lagoon and roamed along the water 
courses and on to the sand hills. Near the lagoon we 
observed emus, black cormorants, white faced herons, pink 
eared duck, grey teal, black kite, square tailed kites, 
darters, spotted acaeiem,, brown falcon, crested pigeons, 
galahs, large numbers of corelias, welcome swallows, 
willie wagtails (nesting) zebra finches, and heard a red 
throated tree creeper calling. Very few birds were found 
in the sand hills excepting blue and white wrens and 
purple backed wrens. The cane grass was in flower also 
dead finish acacia, a few very stunted solanums, a few 
ecrotalaria, sida senecio, ptilotus, emu eousbes and 
helichrysums, 

Because the Goyder Channel, which connects Lake Eyre 
South to Lake Eyre North was still running, we were un- 
able to reach Boot Leg Peninsular which unfortunately 
obscured our view of quite a vast section of Lake Eyre to 
the west. The great expanse of water made us feel very 
insignificant and almost intruders in a timeless wiiderness. 

In Cretaceous times Central Australia contained a huge 
sea. Later the warm moist climate produced huge vegetat~ 
ion which sustained large herbivorous marsupials and 
produced the Leigh Creek coal fields. 

Today the climate is extremely arid having an annual 
rainfall of less than 127 mm (5 inches), with an except- 
ionally high evaporation rate. Present Lake Eyre has a 
total area of 3,000 square miles, and drains an area 
about eight times the size of Victoria. Tne first time 
Lake Eyre was filled since white settlement was in 1946 
1952. During 1951 the water in Lake Eyre North was 12 
feet deep, but was not high enough to run into Goyder 
Channel and reach Lake Eyre South. iilowever, during the 
peak in May 1974 the water was sufficient to allow a run 
off into South Lake Eyre. Lake Eyre South is now drying — 
out, 
During recent years research has been carried out to 
determine the pre-historic happenings of Lake Eyre. 
Research has revealed that the high level has been FOE 
ed approximately 3,000; 15,000; and 500 years ago. It 
was certainly an experience to view it filled again this 
year. Vegetation along the shores comprised pop salt bush, 
mulka grass, prickly saltwort, nitre bush, roly poly, 
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bassias, kockias, ruby salt bush and very stunted 
specimens of brachycome and everlastings. 

The orange chats were gems, and at one time we were 
able to view six adult male birds through our binoculars 
at the one time. Guli billed terns, sea gulls, sand 
pipers and red necked dottereils were aiso along the 
shore Jine. 

The road was good ali the way and members could reach 
there without any trouble. 


Se Baedggood,. 


The sympathy of the Club is extended to Margaret 
Rotheram on the death of her father recently. 


ISN'T TilS INTERESTING? 


Most of us know that ants are said to "milk" aphides 
for the honeydew which is produced by these parasites. 
They simply stroke the aphides with their antennae so 
that by this soothing action the sweetness they crave 

is exuded. Not content with this, ants will actually 
gather aphides eggs and take them into their nests 
where they are tended until Spring when they are care~ 
fully removed to the roots of suitable food trees where 
they thrive. When they are sufficiently developed the 
ants’ next action is to take them into the air and sun- 
light where they are placed on the shoots of those 
piants where they normally feed. 

To protect them still further, ants build shelters 
or cowsheds over the feeding areas of the aphides so 
that later on they will be able to "milk" them for 
their honeydew. According to Keith McKeon in his book 
"Insect Wonders of Australia", these “cowyards" can be 
found among the foliage of some trees. They look 
rather like a chunk of earth spread around a twig. 

The walls are made up of soil and vegetable debris 
cemented together with salivia. Ants even provide a 
bodyguard of ants around these sheds to stop tiny 
predators from entering, and also to stop the aphides 
from escaping! 

Contributed by E. McLenehan, 
6 


CORANGAMITE BLOCK RECCOMENDATIONS 


The Land Conservation Council has released the first 
recommendations resulting from the study of the 
Corangamite Block. Initial examination reveais that 
many of the wetland areas crucial to the movament and 
support of waterfowl have been recommended for reserve, 
particularly those with a direct relationship to 

the Ballarat Block. However, naturalists and 
conservationists within the C. Block are disappointed 
that recommendations for larger portions of Parks in 
the unique areas of forest have not been made, 
Rather, the emphasis in the Otways area appears to be 
strongly biased towards hardwood production, Members 
may examine the Recommendations, recently received by 
the Club, “ 


A RECOMMENDED NORTHERN ROUTE 


On ist August I set off from Mildura with the RACV 
Innamincka, Birdsville, Lake Eyre Explerer Tour. The 
countryside very dry, but a picture with the contrasting 
“greys and greens of many trees and shrubs ~ the Murray Pines 
dominating the scene for many miles ~ with various salt 
bushes, acacias and cassias, giving way to spinifex, with 
some desert poplars and quite a variety of birdlife. 

After camping at Broken Hill and visiting the old 
ghost town of Silverton, we travelled out through Yanco 
Gien to the historic site of Mootwingie — an area rich 
in aboriginal engravings, stencils and cave paintings, 
thought to date back 2,000 to 3,000 years. An extremely 
interesting area of colourful rock formations, water- 
filled rock holes, interesting trees, shrubs and plentiful 
birdlife. The Snake Cave particularly awe-inspiring with. 
an 84 metre long red ochre snake painted on the wall, also 
has hand stencils and other paintings. : . 


It have a check iist of birds found at Mootwingie, 
1969-1976 for anyone interested =~ unfortunately the full- 
time ranger was out of copies of the plant list. The 
river red gums here were magnificent and good stands of 
local mallee eucalypts and white cyprus pine (Callitris 
columellaris)- in places very stunted and twisted in 
almost Bonsai fashion. Eremophila longifolia (Emu Bush), 
Sarcostemma australe (Lyre bush or Caustic Vine), 
Indigefera australis (Native Indigo) with its vivid 
lilac flowers, but in a small area a unique mutant strain 
has appeared bearing white flowers. Acacia aneura (mulga), 
Grevillia striata (beefwood), ferns, mosses etc, are also 
to be found here. The area is extremely dry at present. 

From Mootwingie on we saw masses of Senico gregorii 
and the vivid purple Swainsona. Visiting historic sites 

near Milparinga, of Depot Glen by a very beautiful 
stoney billabong and Poole's Grave ~- we saw some lovely 
acacias and eremophilas. From Tibooburra we traversed 
the Gorge Loop Road, part of Sturt National Park and 
teeming with wildlife =~ red and grey kangaroos, foxes, 
dingos, feral cats, rabbits, lizards (shingleback, 
stumpy tail, bearded dragon, gidgee lizard and large sand 
geannas}). Much birdlife including emus, inland dotteral, 
Swallow plover, little corella, white shafted fantails, 
white browed woodswallows, willie wagtails, cockateils, 
blue wrens, little pipits, fork-tailed and square tailed 
kites, bronze winged pigeons, kestrels and magnificent 
wedge tailed eagles. Sheep are not grazed in Sturt 
National Park nowadays, so that the whole area is re- 
generating quite noticibly, with many young river red 
gums growing well on flats by the riverbeds. 

Tibooburra area had quite a variety of small plants 
flowering if one took the trouble to wander through the 
scrub. We then travelled north west past Fort Grey Home- 
stead to Cameron's Corner where Queensland, N.S.W. and 
South Australia meet, with the high dog fence. Quite a 
lot of Crotalaria novae-hollandiae hereabouts. On 

towards Innamincka, including part of the Old Strzlecki 
Track, we traversed many, many sandhills,mainly gorgeous 
reds, with a tremendous variety of cassias, acacias and 
other scrub, Our natural camp at Innamincka by Cooper's 
Creek was beautifully green and our headquarters for 4 
days. — : Pas Ss 7 ; 
Contributed F. Williamson (Concluded Nov. Issue.) 
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